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The History of 'Buddy Bear'
and the
Buddy Bear Ambulance Kids Foundation
In December of 1992, the Herald School Council began exploring possible avenues in which the school could become more involved with the community in a positive, giving way and to do this over an extended period of time. 
The Herald School Council became aware that the Medicine Hat Ambulance Service was using plush toys to provide comfort for children who were involved in trauma situations. Because of their common interests - the Ambulance Service was very much interested in having a steady supply of plush toys, and the Herald School Council thought the project was a worthwhile - a partnership was established that continues today. 
The initial supply of teddy bears was purchased by the Herald School Council from a local trust company who had a surplus of teddy bears that were left over from a promotional activity. Eventually, Herald School Council found a supplier who would provide a consistent supply of bears constructed to the high standard the program desired.
Supplying the bears to children in need has been very successful for our school and over the years it has involved several local businesses that have provided support through cash donations, discounts on merchandise, or by providing services.  Today, while the primary sponsor of the program continues to be Herald School, The Medicine Hat Optimist Club has also become a major supporter.
As part of the evolution of our Society, in the fall of 1994, a 'Name the Bear' contest involving all the students, staff and supporters was held at Herald School.  The result of this contest was that our bears became know 'Buddy Bear' and 'the Buddy Bear Ambulance Kids Foundation' was born.
"Buddy" provides children with a special friend in times of trauma or distress, a friend who paramedics can use to establish an honest and understandable communication of procedures with the children.  Buddy's most important role is to reduce anxiety in the children and to provide them with a positive 'friend' in an otherwise frightening situation.
In September of 1995, the Buddy Bear Ambulance Kids Foundation and its partners decided to give the community the opportunity to participate in the program by providing every community member with an opportunity to adopt their very own ‘Buddy Bear’.  Although adopting a bear can be done any time of the year by contacting Herald School, it is typically during our annual Adopt-A-Bear Campaign – held at the Medicine Hat Mall – that most of our bears are adopted.
The adoption process for a ‘Buddy Bear’ is very simple.  Individuals can visit the booth in the mall, select and adopt their favourite bear for approximately $15.00 - the cost hasn’t changed in many years - and sign their name to a tag that is then placed on the ‘Buddy Bear’.  The name tag placed on the ‘Buddy Bear’ will remain with the bear and when it is given to a child by the Ambulance Service the child receiving the bear will know who donated the ‘Buddy Bear’ to them.  
The 'Adopt-A-Bear' campaign has been extremely successful over the years and we encourage everyone to participate in our next Adopt-A-Bear campaign.  Please remember that when you adopt a ‘Buddy Bear’ you are supporting a society that is there entirely to support child in need.  Also, please consider that to this day the Adopt-A-Bear campaign is the major fundraising activity for the Buddy Bear Ambulance Kids Foundation
We want to thank all of the people of Medicine Hat – and visitors to our city as well - for their continued support of 'Buddy'.  We hope to be helping children for many years to come and with your continued assistance we will achieve this goal.
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